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Sisterhood Tu BôShvat Seder  
Wednesday, February 8, 2012  

7:00-8:30 p.m. 

Temple Sinai Conference Room 

(more details to follow)  

Reservations Required. 

Sisterhood members: $5.00  

Non-members: $8.00 

RSVP by February 1 to Sara 

at sara.wenger3@gmail.com  
Tu BôShvat 

Wednesday, February 8th 

mailto:sara.wenger3@gmail.com?
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When I was about 9 or 10 years old,    

someone gave me a magic kit as a birthday 

present.  The kit included a deck of cards, a 

magic wand, a red ball made of spongy 

material, and an instruction book that 

should have led to my becoming a ñworld-

classò magician.  Sadly, I did not invest 

enough time in practicing and I had to turn 

to a more ñsuitableò career.  But I have 

always enjoyed watching magicians per-

form and, truth be told, am envious of those 

who have developed their craft. 

  

     I remain captivated with magic despite 

the fact that the magicians whom I        

encountered in the Torah ï magicians in 

Pharaohôs court ï did not seem all that  

impressive.  Read the seventh chapter of 

the Book of Exodus and you will see that 

they were no match for the power of God.  

When Aaron throws down Mosesô staff 

before Pharaoh, it turns into a snake.  The 

rods of Pharaohôs magicians also turn into 

snakes when they throw them down but 

their snakes are devoured by Aaronôs.  

Pharaoh is beside himself.  We are meant to 

understand that divine power is much more 

powerful than magic.  And, perhaps, that 

magic does not have a place in Judaism. 

 

     The fifth book of the Torah is           

unequivocal in its opposition to magic: 

When you enter the land that the Lord your 

God is giving you, you shall not learn to 

imitate the abhorrent practices of those 

nations. There shall not be found among 

you someone who passes his son or    

daughter through fire, one who practices 

enchantment, a soothsayer or a diviner or a 

sorcerer, or one who casts spells, or who 

consults ghosts or familiar spirits, or one 

who inquires of the dead. (Deut. 18:9-11) 

And yet, we know that magic has longed 

played a role in Jewish life.  

 

     I recently discovered a marvelous book 

on this subject - Divination, Magic and 

Healing: The Book of Jewish Folklore 

(Jason Aaronson Inc., 1998).  In this study 

of astrology, astronomy, sorcery and magic 

(all written within a Jewish context), author 

Rabbi Ronald H. Isaacs points out that, 

among a host of other superstitions, magic 

has a long history within Judaism, despite 

the treatment that it receives in the Torah. 

(Rabbi Isaacs will be Temple Sinaiôs 

Scholar-in-Residence on the Shabbat of 

February 17-18, 2012.) 
 

     According to Rabbi Isaacs, the Talmud 

mentions a number of people who 

ñengaged in some sort of magic.ò ñRav 

Nachmanôs daughters who were            

experienced in magical procedure were 

able to stir a pot of boiling water with their 

bare hands. The widow Yochani, a faith 

healer of Jerusalem, was able to delay a 

birth by magical means.  Perhaps one of the 

greatest magicians of them all, Choni       

ha-Meôaggel, was able to use the drawing 

of circles to bring about rain in time of 

drought.ò  Far from being deemed a sinner, 

an outcast or a heretic, Choni is afforded 

preferential treatment in the Jewish sources, 

and his exploits are often recalled during 

the celebration of Tu BôShevat. 

Additionally, Isaacs maintains that Jewish 

magic generally consisted of the spoken 

word combined with a symbolic ritual act.  

One aspect of this is ñsympathetic magicò 

which ñoperates on the principle that acting 

out an event or imitating the quality of the 

desired event would facilitate the actual 

occurrence of the event.ò  Examples of this 

include eating honey on Rosh Hashanah for 

the purpose of bringing about a sweet year, 

or throwing raisins, almonds, rice and 

sweet candy at a bride and groom wishing 

that the couple ñhave a sweet or prosperous 

life.ò  Apparently, then, we have been   

engaging in a form of magic for some time 

at Temple Sinai.  We may think of these 

acts as simply custom, perhaps based upon 

superstition, but the fact is they have a 

magical quality to them. 
 

     If you have questions about the role of 

magic or divination or healing in Judaism, 

you can pick up a copy of Rabbi Isaacs 

book, or you can come to the synagogue 

and ask Rabbi Isaacs directly when he joins 

us for Shabbat February 17 ï 18 as our 

Scholar-in-Residence.  Rabbi Isaacs is the 

author of more than 100 books, many of 

which provide easily accessible educational 

material covering all aspects of Judaism, 

including, but not limited to, holidays and 

rituals, Jewish law, Jewish sexuality, and 

prayer.  During his visit to Temple Sinai his 

topics will be: Talking to God and Really 

Meaning It (Friday night) and What     

Happens After I Die? (Shabbat morning). 

Rabbi Isaacs will share a brief talk at our 

Shabbat morning service, as well.  I hope 

that you will make plans to attend this 

thought-provoking weekend.  Perhaps it 

will be magical. 

I just finished reading an article which 

spoke of music in a new and different way. 

Written by Dr. Erica Brown, Scholar-in-

Residence for the Jewish Federation of 

Greater Washington, she clearly describes 

the age-old tension between the old and the 

new, specifically in the area of sacred    

Jewish music. On the one hand, we are 

urged by the Psalmist to ñShiru LôAdonai 

shir chadash ï Sing a new song to G-d,ò 

while on the other, it is often those       

melodies with which we are most familiar 

and comfortable that bring us closer to that 

same Power Who wishes us to be fresh and 

creative. 
 

     

     How do we reconcile the two? As Iôve 

said many times before, itôs through a 

proper balance between them both. While 

our   favorites are, after all, our favorites, 

even the most favorite melody can become 

old and lose its appeal after a period of 

time. And while a new melody is, after all, 

new and perhaps alien, over time and 

through repetition it can attain the coveted 

status of ñfavorite.ò 
 

     But Dr. Brown takes it a step further. 

She posits that if we would only do more 

singing and less talking, our world might 

well be a kinder, gentler place. As she says, 

ñFew things bring people together like   

musicéit has the magic to take us far, far 

away from all that divides us. When we 

sing together, we are joined in sacred bonds 

of belonging.ò  
 

     She goes on to contrast the positive 

power of song with the negative power of 

speech and notes that when it comes to  

Israel, the talk has become increasingly 

strident and unpleasant, to the point where 

ñotherwise thoughtful people can turn into 

loud, judgmental companions who can 

hardly speak peaceably to people with 

whom they disagree.ò 
 

     And Dr. Brown concludes that perhaps 

song can be an important part of the        

solution. She says, ñMaybe if we sang   

together more, we could speak together in a 

way that transcends the incivility of our 

speech. Maybe as a community, we Jews 

need to sing more and speak less.ò 

    Our congregation has embarked this year 

on a mission to increase awareness of and 

advocate for the future good of our beloved 

homeland, Israel. Through a variety of   

programs, Howard Bernstein and Barbara 

Rosenau are working to bring the positive 

messages of Israel to our community. The 

ñsongò which they are singing through this 

initiative is to be commended; let us all be 

the ñchoirò which joins together in         

solidarity with the loftiest goals of Eretz 

Yisrael. 

Cantorôs 
Corner 
 

Cantor Stephen  

 Freedman 
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Life Cycle Events  
 

BIRTHS 

Aviva Leigh Relles, daughter of Amy & Ben Relles,  

granddaughter of Mary & Nathan Relles, niece of Tami & David Astorino  

Reese Madeline Fredd, granddaughter of Ilene & Stuart Fredd 

Molly Rose Schriftman, granddaughter of Nannette & Lee Schriftman, 

great granddaughter of Shirley Nirenberg 

Theodore Grant Schwartz, grandson of Monna & Barry Schwartz  
 

ENGAGEMENTS 

Michael Zimmerman, son of Jeri & Len Zimmerman, grandson of Herma & Lester 

Abramson, nephew of Pam & Marty Pearlmutter, to Carly Adelmann 

Andrew Lee Fagan, son of Bruce & Nancy Fagan, to Robin Alana McCarter  

Rebecca Leia Engel, daughter of Karen Wendkos, to Zachary Kolsky 
 

 

MARRIAGES 

Scott London, son of Barbara & Stephen London, to Brooke Davidson 

Cantor Stephen Freedman to Randi Dembowitz 
 

 

HAMAKOM MENACHEM (M AY  GOD COMFORT ) 

David (Debra) Schachter, on the death of his sister-in-law, Andrea G. Schachter 

Saul (Marilyn) Senders, on the death of his mother, Sima Senders 

Maxine (Asher) Stutman, on the death of her sister, Annette Silberman 

Steven Freides, on the death of his father, Roy S. Freides 

Scott (Marci) Shapiro, on the death of his grandmother, Beatrice Lertzman 

Martin (Janice) Graff, on the death of his father, David Graff  

Cindy (David) Horowitz, on the death of her uncle,  Butch Lepow 

Life Cycle Events 

Fundraising at Temple Sinai by Jeffrey Hampton 

Fundraising at Temple Sinai takes various 

forms and involves the efforts of many of 

our professional staff, congregants and 

arms of the Synagogue.  While the effort is 

great, the need to raise funds for the    

Synagogue is vital to our collective efforts 

to maintain the day to day operations of 

our Synagogue.  Congregant dues provide 

only a portion of the funding required to 

maintain our operations, programming, 

congregant support efforts and our     

building.  When asked to support our 

Synagogue, whether by a contribution to 

the Annual Appeal, attending a fundraising 

event, participating in an event ad book or 

as a means to commemorate a special 

event, I would encourage you to please do 

so at whatever level you are comfortable in 

providing.  We all share the obligation to 

maintain the vitality of our Synagogue. 

     I am very pleased to report that this 

yearôs Annual Appeal was a resounding 

success.  We raised slightly in excess of 

$200,000 from the campaign, an           

impressive result and well in excess of our 

recent campaigns.  The number of new 

contributors to the Annual Appeal was also 

up sharply this year and the level of repeat 

participants in the campaign was higher 

this year as well.  I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank each and every     

participant in this yearôs Annual Appeal ï 

your support is greatly appreciated.   

This yearôs show ï Seussical the Musical ï 

will be the Synagogueôs primary fundrais-

ing event for the current year.  Ad Journal 

sponsorships of all level are available and 

are a great way to show your support for 

our highly talented Temple Sinai Players 

and to advertise your business.  Ad Journal 

order forms are available on the          

Synagogue website, or by email 

jlynnpromo@comcast.net or calling the 

office.  Tickets for the show can also be 

ordered from the Synagogue website ï do 

not miss this wonderful production.  Please 

support this yearôs production and by   

doing so, the Synagogue as well.   

     On a final note, I would like to         

encourage anyone that is interested in 

working on fundraising efforts for the 

Synagogue to please contact me.  Support 

would be welcomed and greatly            

appreciated.   

Special Thanks 
A very warm and heartfelt thank you is 

extended to Howard Becker and the  

Temple Sinai Congregant to Congregant 

Committee.  Howard spent countless 

hours organizing and arranging for  

Temple Sinai volunteers to drive me to 

and from the Perelman Center at Penn for 

treatments.  Kudos to Howard and the 

wonderful people listed below who picked 

me up at my home every day that I needed 

transportation and for their friendship, 

caring and compassion. 

 

Larry Allen 

Sheila Gendelman 

Marcy Hackel 

Beth Heyman 

Janet Lynn 

Iz Milner 

Faith Rubin 

Shelly Serota 

Rich Singer 

Larry Stern 

Jeff Thalheimer 

Judy Thalheimer 

 

*Special thanks to Steve London for noti-

fying Temple Sinai of my plight and being 

put into contact with Howard Becker, who 

got the ball rolling. 

 

With deep appreciation, 

Lynne Ludwig 

 

 

Gloria Ceaser 

Diane Factor 

Bennett Heyman 

Dan Heyman 

Sylvia Kivitz 

Jerome Leventhal 

 

 

Lynne Ludwig 

Irv Silver 

Ellie Silverman 

Manny Winokur 

Matthew Zeitlin 

Sylvia Zeitlin 

Refuah Shôlemah 

mailto:jlynnpromo@comcast.net
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UPCOMING 

EVENTS 
 

February 12th 

Mike Michaels introduces 

his new book. 

 

March 14th 

Hot Dog Movie Night 

 

April 15th  

Rabbi Seth Frisch discusses 

Moses 

It says in the manual, with age comes     

wisdom.  So tell me, HAZAKers, do you 

feel wise? 

     As an exercise, letôs be omnipotent and   

recreate the world from scratch.  Is there 

anything that we might do differently?  I can 

think of a few things. 

     One idea that comes to mind immediately 

is to eliminate disease and suffering.  No 

more cancer. No more pain.  No more    

crippling disease.  Every one of us has had 

friends, relatives, people we love, who    

suffered through debilitating and horrible 

illness.  Yes, let us eliminate disease.  And 

with that, no more hospitals.  No need.  No 

more doctors, Jewish or otherwise.  No 

need.  No more researchers.  No need.  No 

more mail or phone solicitations, thank you.  

No regrets on that.  But freedom from     

disease comes with a price.  No disease, no 

Louis Pasteurs, no Madame Curies, no Jonas 

Salks, no Walter Reeds.  We lose something 

irreplaceable, a piece of our humanity, our 

striving to make things better for the future. 

And we still have hate, bigotry, vice,      

jealousy, poverty.  It doesnôt all go away 

with a wonder drug. 

     So maybe G-d got it right.  Elimination 

of disease would be wonderful, but the   

nobility and self-sacrifice of those dedicated 

to curing disease is also wonderful.  The 

sages tell us that G-dôs plan was to create an 

imperfect world and leave it to us to perfect 

it.  So, regretfully, letôs not touch that area, 

as tempting as it may be.  

     But there is one area with which I might 

take exception to the status quo in our little 

corner of the universe.  I would have made 

the sun just a trifle larger, a bit more      

massive.  To any physics maven, that    

translates into the earth moving a little faster 

in its orbit about the sun to overcome the 

increased tug of the sunôs mass.  If I 

tweaked it just right, I would make the year 

about 30 hours shorter, or precisely 364 

days.  Just think, all the secular holidays 

would fall on the same day of the week, year 

in and year out.  I would also move the 

moon a bit farther from the earth, slowing its 

orbit around our planet to exactly 30.333 

days for one full orbit.  Then, the Jewish 

calendar could be adjusted to 12 months of 

30 or 31 days with all the holidays falling on 

the same day of the week, year in and year 

out.  No complaining, the holidays are too 

late this year, or we didnôt have enough time 

to prepare for an early Pesach.  Always the 

same.  Always the same. 

     But, as Tevya would say, on the other 

hand, maybe we donôt always want or need 

the same.  The new, the different, the      

unexpected, the challengingéwe Jews are a 

people who delight in a challenge.  We have 

survived for four thousand years because we 

could adapt to the new, the different, the 

unexpected, the challenging.  

     So, in the end, if I had the power to    

recreate the world, I would not change a 

thing.  Yes. there is evil, hatred, bigotry, 

jealousy, disease, poverty, but if humanity is 

up to the task, we can overcome anything 

we set our minds to.  Oh, there is one thing.  

I would have created a way to store salty lox 

in a kosher container for HAZAK Sunday 

breakfasts.  I am not a fan of nova. 

     Remember Dr. Mike Michaels reviewing 

his new book on February 12, Hot Dog 

Movie Night on March 14, and Rabbi Seth 

Frisch taking on Moses on April 15,       

Shalom.    

                                              -Asher Stutman 
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Israel, the land of milk and honey and 

technologyé.was splendidly presented at 

the January session of ñThe Israeli       

Economic Miracleò featuring Dr. Shirley 

Kutner, Dr. Rivka Kreitman and  Cliff 

Goldstein, Esq.  This inspirational event 

deserves aò must readò  follow up which 

will continue to astound you.   
 

     ñStart Up Nationò by Dan Senor and 

Saul Singeré.An exploration of the Israeli  

culture that produces more start up      

companies than major economic powers 

such as Japan, India and China. 
 

     ñThe Israel Testò by George           

Guilderé.brilliantly  written describing 

Israel as having become one of the most 

important economies of the world and  

internationally regarded for its pioneering 

of technology 
 

     Ben Gurion Universityé.this 42 year 

old school assumes a major  role in       

promoting  development in the desert   

region. The talent and energy within the 

university has been pivotal  in promoting 

research and development  in industry, 

agriculture, education and more recently in 

international business.   
 

     More recent advancements in          

technology, equipment and training have 

allowed the university to forge ahead  in 

pioneering research and exploration in 

deep sea diving in the Dead Sea.  A feat 

never before attempted. 

 

     The Computer Science Center  on   

campus conducts research in seven major 

areas.  The Institute of Nanoscience      

introduces interdisciplinary skills for    

quality research in physics, chemistry,  

material science, engineering, molecular 

biology and biochemistry. Go online to 

Ben Gurion University to stay informed. 
 

     The more you stay informed, the more 

meaningful your advocacy! 

Israel Advocacy at Temple Sinai 

The Israel Advocacy committee presented an outstanding program on Israelôs Economic Miracle on Jan. 11 featuring  

discussion on Israeli technological, bio-tech, pharmaceutical and entrepreneurial successes. 
 

Presentations were made by Dr. Shirley Kutner, an international leader in the life sciences and bio-technology industry,  

Dr. Rivka Kreitman , Senior VP, Head of Biologics, Women's Health and Autoimmune Global Strategic Marketing and Products at 

Teva Pharmaceuticals, and Cliff Goldstein, Esq.  Founder of the Amidex35 Israel  

Mutual Fund, the only mutual fund in America that invests exclusively in Israeli stocks.  

Presenters at the Israelôs Economic Miracle Program answers questions from a packed audience of over 

100 in attendance 
Back Row: Howard Bernstein, Co-chair, Barbara Rosenau,  

Co-chair, Daniel Kutner, Consul General of Israel to the  U.S. 

Mid-Atlantic Region  Front Row: Cliff Goldsetin, Esq., Dr. 

Rivka Kreitman, Dr. Shirley Kutner, Rabbi Adam Wohlberg 

FRIENDS OF THE ISRAEL DEFENSE FORCES EXPANDS 

IN PENNSYLVANIA AND SOUTHERN NEW JERSEY  
 

The Friends of the Israel Defense Forces organization (FIDF) is celebrating its 30th anniversary this year, coinciding with the opening of its 

15th Chapter in the Pennsylvania and Southern New Jersey region. 
 

In 1981, a group of Holocaust survivors established FIDF as a not-for-profit organization with the mission of providing and supporting social, 

educational, cultural and recreational programs and facilities for young men and women in Israel who are required to join the military at the 

age of 18.   
 

FIDF offers an array of well-being programs and projects, providing educational resources to soldiers who are new immigrants, and to those 

with special needs.   
 

IMPACT! grants 4-year scholarships to former combat soldiers who seek higher education but are not financially able. 

The LEGACY Program provides support to widows, orphans, siblings and other family members of fallen IDF soldiers. 
The DIGNITY program provides financial assistance to soldiers in-need and their families. 
 

If you would like further information about FIDF, please contact: philadelphia@fidf.org or call 267-513-1875. 

mailto:philadelphia@fidf.org
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The festival of lights never really ends in a 

Jewish home. As we settle into the    win-

ter season and see the seasonal lights and 

tinsel vanish from the landscape, our own 

weekly Shabbat candle-lighting   remains 

an ever-present reminder of our many 

blessings. 

     On January 28th, Sisterhood will lead 

Shabbat worship and also honor the Jewish 

Theological Seminary in our combined 

Sisterhood Shabbat/Torah Fund brunch.  

That morning, Ms. Jocelyn Levenberg, a 

student from JTS, will share her unique 

journey from South Africa, where her   

parents still live, to JTS, where she is   

majoring in Talmud and Political Science. 

A congregational Kiddush luncheon     

follows. 

The Party Fair, Sisterhoodôs next major 

fundraiser, takes place January 22nd.     

Anticipating a simcha?  Mark your       

calendar for this unique opportunity to 

meet Philadelphiaôs premier vendors.  

Families can meet a variety of party     

planners up close and personal and gather 

ideas, contacts, and tips for upcoming  

celebrations.  

     Just when we may begin wearying of 

the winter months, Tu BôShevat arrives, 

bringing a glimpse of springtime into our 

own wintry landscape. Celebrating Tu 

BôShevat connects us to our homeland for 

this holiday marks the season in which the 

earliest-blooming trees in the Land of    

Israel emerge from their winter sleep and 

begin a new fruit-bearing cycle.            

Sisterhood will host a Tu BôShevat Seder, 

reservations required, the evening of    

February 8th. 

Sisterhood nurtures friendship and       

learning. This fall, we mailed over 45  

Chanukah packages to college students, 

hosted 100 women at our Paid Up      

Membership Dinner and continued our 

monthly Rosh Chodesh discussion groups.  

Every event brings women of all ages  

together. It is this inter-generational     

aspect of friendship that keeps our        

Sisterhood strong and vibrant. 

     It is never too late to join Sisterhood. 

Many more events are anticipated.  Join us 

for packaging Shalach Manot, attending 

our NYC Theater Trip and planning     

informal spring/summer get-togethers. Our 

calendar is full. Please take advantage of 

all that Sisterhood offers.  Sisterhood 

promises to strengthen your pride in being 

a Jewish woman connected to Jewish 

women worldwide. 

Sisterhood 
Sara Wenger,  

President 

 

We are grateful for February and March 

this year because of Tu Bôshevat on      

February 8th and Purim on March 8th.  Tu 

Bôshevat, Shevat 15, is the New Year of 

the trees.  Traditionally dried fruits and 

nuts are eaten, especially carob, a favorite 

of mine.  Some people have a Tu Bôshevat 

seder.  Itôs beautiful. 
 

     February 24th is Adar 1.  Remember 

the injunction ñBe happy.  Itôs Adarò.  We 

rejoice because Purim is Adar 14.        

Megillat Esther is read on the eve and in 

the  morning.  We are required to hear it 

and blot out Hamanôs name.  Come do the 

mitzvah and join the fun of making a 

racket to do so. 
 

     Along with this is the joy of making, 

eating, and gifting Hamantaschen and 

other goodies.  At the same time itôs a 

mitzvah to remember the poor with food 

and/or money. 
 

     Celebrating these festivals is fun and 

meaningful.  Doing so reminds us all that 

Judaism is not all solemn introspection. 
 

     On these festivals fress and be freylach 

because we should, and we can. 

Joan Winokur 

Jewish Family Living 

Temple Sinai Adult Education Committee 

Proudly Presents 

The Rabbi Sidney Greenberg 

Scholar-in-Residence Weekend  

February 17 - 18, 2012 

Featuring 

Rabbi Ron Isaacs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, February 17, 2012 

Talking to God and Really Meaning It 

This interactive presentation will present a unique 

methodology that will help to explain the difference 

between just praying to God and really talking to God. 

Shabbat Services, Lecture and Dessert: 8:00 PM  

No Charge! 

***********  

Saturday, February 18, 2012 

What Happens After I Die? 

Rabbi Isaacs will discuss how Judaism has been able 

to deliver a death blow to death itself.  In doing so,  

he will explain Jewish views of death and the afterlife.  

Shabbat Services: 9:30 AM 

Luncheon and Lecture: 12:15 PM 

$25 per person 

***********  

Be a Scholar-in-Residence Patron! 

$36 -- Listing in the Program 

Reservations are REQUIRED by February 10, 2012! 
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Menôs Club 
Howard Cohen,  

President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The practice of laying tefillin is a popular 

as ever among the regular attendees of our 

vibrant morning minyanim.  The Torah 

tells us "And you shall bind them as a sign 

on your arm, and they shall be as frontlets 

on your head between your 

eyes" (Deuteronomy 6:8).  In January and 

February, Menôs Club will provide      

opportunities for members and their    

children to learn, perform and celebrate 

the mitzvah of wrapping tefillin together. 

     On Jan 22, our 7th graders will        

participate in the Build-A-Pair program. 

Students will learn about Tefillin,        

construct 'model' Tefillin into which they 

will place Hebrew script they write, insert 

their 'straps' and create 'wRAP' songs to 

sing during the World Wide Wrap. 

     On Feb 5, Super-bowl Sunday, all 

members and their children are welcome 

to participate in World-Wide Wrap XII.  

Co-chairs David Kepniss and Michael 

Carver will provide posters, videos and 

hands-on instruction.  Some extra sets of 

Tefillin will be available, however, if you 

would like to purchase your own please 

email mensclub@tsinai.com or call the 

synagogue office.  Menôs Club subsidizes 

the cost of Tefillin for Synagogue     

members.  Following the Wrap, breakfast 

will be available at the Sussical The     

Musical, Character Breakfast, where the 

Men In the Kitchen will serve Green Eggs 

and Ham (or a facsimile thereof),        

pancakes, waffles and a few surprises. 

     Speaking of the Men In The Kitchen, 

weôre as active as ever these days.  Each 

Shabbat we elevate the art of smoked fish 

platter architecture to a higher level.  We 

recently added pizza-making to our     

repertoire, serving 30 pizzas in 30 minutes 

to a herd of hungry religious school     

students and parents at Judah Maccabeeôs 

Bingo Jamboree.  At Hannukah, we also 

sponsored The Great Latke Taste Test, 

where we cooked up a variety of latkes for 

the USYers who added their own favorite 

toppings and voted on the best            

combinations.   Weôre active most    

weekends doing Shabbat dinners for the 

religious school classes, Shabbat      

luncheons for Bar/Bat Mitzvah families.  

On the morning of Martin Luther King 

Day, weôre making breakfast for the    

Makor and Kadima children participating 

in the ñLet My People Comeò sleep-over.  

We can always use a few more volunteers, 

so email or just stop in the kitchen to join 

in. 

     Menôs Club & Boy Scouts Shabbat is 

just around the corner on Feb 25, chaired 

once again, by Ken Zeitzer.  Please     

contact Ken if you would like to conduct a 

portion of the service or lead a prayer.  I 

always look forward to hearing our    

members reading Torah.  For some itôs a 

small step and for others a giant leap   

outside of our comfort zones.  We look 

forward to calling all new Menôs Club 

members up for a group aliyah, so please 

join us for services and the hearty         

extended Kiddush to follow. 

mailto:mensclub@tsinai.com
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Girl Scout Troop 7053 has been busy     

gearing up for the 2012 cookie season and 

making plans for earning their bronze award, 

the highest Girl Scout award for junior level 

Scouts.  In December the girls saw the     

musical Annie at the Pennsylvania Youth 

Theatre in Bethlehem, PA.  It was fabulous.  

After the show we grabbed some dinner at a 

quaint little pizzeria.  It was such a         

wonderful evening for the girls and a great 

way to end 2011. 

     After seeing Annie it was back to      

business.  At our last Girl Scout meeting of 

2011 we spent the time discussing and    

planning our project to earn the Girl Scout 

Bronze Award.  This award is the highest 

honor a Girl Scout Junior can achieve.  It is 

an award of leadership and an award of 

making a difference in the community by 

designing and carrying out a mitzvah      

project. The girls of Troop 7053 have     

decided to make fleece pillows to be donated 

to Laurel House, a domestic violence shelter 

for women and children in Norristown, PA.  

The children entering the shelter probably 

feel scared and alone.  Being given a warm, 

fuzzy fleece pillow to cuddle would bring 

comfort to these victimized children. 

     On Martin Luther King Day the Troop 

will begin working on this Bronze Award 

project.  Troop 7053 and Makor and Kedima 

are teaming up to do a day of service to help 

four different charities, one being Laurel 

House.  The girls are very excited to start 

creating these fleece pillows to make a   

difference in a childôs life.  

     The countdown to cookie season is    

almost over.  On Thursday, January 19th Girl 

Scout cookies will begin to be sold.  Look 

for our cookie booth at Temple Sinai and 

please help Troop 7053 support our military 

men and women overseas by purchasing an 

extra box or two to be sent to our troops 

serving abroad.  Our troop has a goal of 

sending 200 boxes of Girl Scout cookies 

abroad (through the USO).  Each box sent 

sends a message that America is thinking 

about them. 

Girl Scouts 
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Makor and Kadima -LET MY PEOPLE 

COME!   Sleepover 2012: by Shelly Shotel 

YET another WET, WILD and             

WONDERFUL 22 hours of FUN we had! 

First, I would like to thank all of you who 

have helped so much to make the 2012 

Youth sleepover such a success. Your     

support and involvement makes our Youth 

Program strong! There were 13 volunteers 

for the Water Park, over 16 for the 9pm-

12pm supervision and ice cream shift, 

6 adults and me sleeping over and over 30 

volunteers for breakfast and/or the Mitzvah 

activity. I may create the vision but all of 

you have helped contribute to the successful 

execution and smiling faces on your own 

child(ren) and the 115+ other children 

throughout the sleepover. This is truly a 

community event! I believe the socializing 

and gathering of us "hanging out" together at 

synagogue will be a lasting memory for 

all. The Youth sleepover is one of the activi-

ties that I hope your children will reminisce 

about for many years to come! Special 

thanks go out to Kymme Kaufman, Sol Mer-

melstein, Howard Bernstein, Lisa Borisoff, 

Andrea Domsky, Robbin Itzler, David 

Matez, Jen Sher, David Weiss for braving 

the floor and dealing with lack of sleep to be 

there for any child who needed assistance. 

  

     In case you have not heard yet, the 

ñspecial eventsò of the night included a 

ñSURPRISEò choreographed dance for all 

grades to learn (should be posted on You 

Tube this week. For children who missed the 

sleepover who would like to participate on 

January 21st during the Shabbat Morning 

service you can try to learn the simple moves 

from the video.) Next, The Shore Thing  

entertained the Makor children, in grades 3-

5. The entertainment consisted of a game 

show, dancing, and games! Oh what fun! For 

the Kadima kids, Philly IMPROV   enter-

tained and taught the kids a little about how 

to ñdoò IMPROV. They held a small       

IMPROV workshop and a mini show.  The 

kids seemed to enjoy all the activities.  

 

     In the morning, after a scrumptious 

breakfast, we embarked on our Mitzvah  

projects. The projects were so successful as 

we and the girls scouts created over 80 

Fleece no-sew pillows and 200(+) welcome 

bags for the Laurel House- Domestic       

Violence Shelter. In addition, the kids     

created 40 Dog TUG toys and 20+ Cat POM 

POM Ball toys for the PSPCA. If that was 

not enough, the kids also packaged 300+ 

Breakfast Bags for Cook for a Friend. The 

students also listen to the descriptions of the 

organizations we were dedicated to help. I 

spoke about the Interfaith Housing Alliance, 

Cook for a Friend Program and the Domestic 

Violence Shelter ïLaurel House. In addition, 

a speaker came from the PSPCA to discuss 

the animal shelter and its needs.  
 

     Our community shined againé           

exceeding what I thought was even possible! 

Thanks to those who financially contributed 

to the mitzvah project and to those who   

donated the items that they could!  
 

     Lastly, I want to extend special thanks to 

the kids, their families and our Temple Sinai 

community for helping to make my job feel 

so rewarding! Each year, I feel so lucky to 

have touched so many lives and have so 

many touch mine!  

THANK YOU and  UNTIL NEXT YEARôS 

SLEEPOVER... 

Youth Activities 
 

Shelly Shotel, 

Director of Youth  

Programming and  

Congregational Learning 

Specialist 
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Betsy Lewinson, 

President 
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NATIONALLY ACCLAIMED TEMPLE SINAI PLAYERS PERFORM  

SEUSSICAL THE MUSICAL FEBRUARY 22 -26 

Welcome to ñSeussland.ò  Youôll travel to 

the Jungle of Nool, the Planet of Who, 

McGelligotôs Pool, and the Circus 

McGurkis, all from your seat here at Temple 

Sinai.  The nationally acclaimed Temple 

Sinai Players are hard at work perfecting 

their performances of the charming,      

imaginative and lively show Seussical, the 

Musical.  Filled with upbeat songs, high 

energy dancing, and a colorful and fanciful 

set, the show is a must-see for the whole 

family.  Who can resist songs about ñGreen 

Eggs and [kosher] Hamò especially in a 

synagogue.  With a cast, musicians and crew 

of more than 75 people both young and 

young at heart, the players will bring the 

beloved characters of Dr. Seuss to life.   

Horton, Gertrude, Mayzie, the Cat, JoJo, 

Sour Kangaroo, Yertle the Turtle, the   

Wickershams, General Ghengis Khan 

Schmidt, the Whos and others will grace the 

Temple Sinai stage from February 22-26.  

Shows on Wednesday, Thursday and      

Saturday are at 7:30 p.m.  Shows on Sunday 

are at 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
 

ñOh, the thinks you can think when you 

think about Seuss.ò  Please come join the 

Temple Sinai Players and let us entertain 

you.  All seats are reserved.  Order early for 

best seating.  For more information and to 

order tickets, go to www.tsinai.com/

seussical or call the synagogue office at 215-

643-6510.  We look forward to welcoming 

you to the world of Dr. Seuss. 

http://www.tsinai.com/seussical
http://www.tsinai.com/seussical

