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     We are thrilled to announce that Temple Sinai has hired a new 

Early Childhood Educator, Stephanie Endres, to direct the Ann 

Newman Preschool and the development of future early childhood 

offerings for our congregation.  
 

     The Early Childhood Educator search 

began last year, headed by a team of       

outstanding lay leaders charged with finding 

a candidate with the talent, know-how, and 

love of   children that would continue the 

tremendous work of our beloved preschool 

director, Cissy Plotnick. The search       

committee,    executive staff, and board of 

directors have unanimously endorsed 

Stephanieôs hiring, and believe she will   

provide us with the  passion and leadership 

necessary to foster the warm and nurturing 

educational environment for young children 

that has become a trademark of Temple  

Sinaiôs    preschool program. 
 

     Stephanie resides in Doylestown with her 

family. She attended American University for both her               

undergraduate and graduate work, where she received degrees in 

Early Childhood Education, Elementary Education, and Special 

Education. Following the completion of her graduate program, 

Stephanie was invited to join the staff of The Lab School of   

Washington where she was the first teacher to provide               

programming for children ages 3-6. She developed curricula,     

administered formal and informal assessments, and supervised 

graduate-level student-teachers, classroom tutors, and community 

volunteers. 

     Stephanie also served as co-director of a large summer day camp 

at the Jewish Community Center of Greater Washington in        

Bethesda, MD, where she was responsible for directing the        

preschool camp program and coordinating and supervising the 

mainstreaming of campers with special needs. 

Stephanie has worked as an early childhood 

educator at Childrenôs National Medical  Center 

in Washington, D.C., The Devereux Childrenôs 

Center in Washington, D.C., and in her own  

full -time tutoring business in the Washington   

Metropolitan area. She has taught at the J.   

Harvey Rodgers Elementary School in New 

Jersey and in Temple Judeaôs Nursery School 

and Kindergarten in Doylestown, PA.  
 

     This past July, Stephanie completed an        

advanced degree program at Lehigh University 

where she earned supervisory certification. The 

program included diverse coursework and 300 

hours of supervisory training and work        

experience at the Bucks County Intermediate 

Unit.                                      
 

     We are delighted to have Stephanie join the Temple Sinai family 

and look forward to many continued years of success under her 

leadership. Stephanie begins on November 1st and will overlap in 

her first month with Cissy Plotnick, who will help to orient    

Stephanie and to ensure as smooth a transition as possible. If you 

are in the synagogue during preschool hours, please introduce  

yourself to Stephanie and welcome her to our community. 
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     Though nearly 10 years have passed 

since data was collected and then published 

in the 2000-2001 National Jewish Popula-

tion  Survey, the findings contained in that 

study continue to offer us interesting in-

sights into the beliefs and the behaviors of 

American Jews.  

 

     In a section of the study which deals 

with participation in Jewish religious,    

cultural and ethnic life, we find that the 

percentages of American Jews who ñkeep 

kosher at homeò (21%) and who ñlight 

Shabbat candlesò (28%) are smaller than the 

percentage who ñhave visited Israelò(30%), 

and much smaller than the percentage who 

ñfast on Yom Kippurò (59%). 

 

     While 24% of respondents said that they 

ñparticipate in adult education classes,ò 

55% claimed to ñread books with Jewish 

content,ò and 63% said that they ñread  

Jewish newspapers and/or magazines.ò 

 

      

 

The activity which had the greatest  number 

of participants, according to the survey, was 

ñhosting or attending a Passover              

sederò (77%).  And the second most popular 

tradition among American Jews ï with 72 

out of a 100 respondents claiming          

participation ï was the lighting of          

Chanukah candles.   

 

     The only thing surprising about that last 

figure was that it wasnôt closer to 90%.  Do 

you know anyone Jewish who doesnôt   

celebrate Chanukah?   
                                                                  (continued on page 2) 
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From the 

Directorôs 

Desk 
 

     Edwin Altman 

When I ask the 12 year- olds who are pre-

paring to become bar and bat mitzvah what 

is their favorite    Jewish holiday, easily 

95% tell me it is Chanukah.   

 

     Even Jews who are only marginally 

affiliated with Judaism like to celebrate 

Chanukah, if only because it is an         

opportunity for gift-giving at the close of 

the secular year, when all of America 

seems to be in a ñshopping- for-giftsò and 

ñgiving-giftsò frenzy. 

 

     I do wonder, though, what percentage of 

those people who are lighting Chanukah 

candles are also reciting the traditional 

blessings?  And I also wonder, how many 

people who recite the blessings give 

thought to what those blessings mean? 

 

     The first blessing which is said each 

night is - Praised are You, Lord our God, 

Sovereign of the Universe, who has     

sanctified us with Your commandments, 

and has commanded us to light the lights of 

Chanukah.  Is that true?  Did God        

command us to light the chanukiyah (the 

Chanukah menorah)?  You wonôt find that 

commandment in the Torah.  The story of 

Chanukah occurred well over a thousand 

years after the Torahôs narrative ends.  This 

is a case of the rabbis of the Talmudic era 

adding to the mitzvot (commandments) 

found in the Torah and doing so in Godôs 

name.  This isnôt the only such occurrence.  

In the Torah, God does not command us to 

light Shabbat candles either, but we recite a 

blessing with a similar formulation every 

Friday night. However, once God had 

Moses say regarding the Torah ñlo ba-

shamayim heò (the Torah is not in heaven), 

human authorities are given the right to 

interpret Torah and to create Jewish rituals 

that were not found in the Torah but which 

were understood to be an extension of 

Godôs will. 

 

     The second blessing over the Chanukah 

candles is - Praised are You, Lord our 

God, Sovereign of the Universe, who    

performed miracles for our ancestors in 

those days at this season.  Should this 

blessing be recited on the first night of 

Chanukah? ñFor if the miracle refers to the 

small amount of oil in the sanctuary lamp 

that lasted seven days beyond its normal 

capacity, then why,ò asks Rabbi Harold 

Schulweis, ñspeak of miracles on the first 

night?ò  After all, on the first night there 

was sufficient oil present, and its burning 

was natural enough.  That part of the   

blessing on the first evening, suggests 

Rabbi Schulweis, appears superfluous. 

 

     It is a fair question that the rabbi poses, 

one which he discovered in earlier rabbinic 

writings, and for which he has a marvelous 

answer. 

 

One commentator explains that the reason 

we recite the blessing for miracles even on 

the first night is because there are all kinds 

of miracles in the world.  Creation, for 

example is a miracle in which something is 

created out of nothing.  Theologians call 

such an act ñcreation ex nihiloò or in   

Hebrew yesh me-ayin.  But there are are 

other miracles that refer to acts that create 

something out of something (yesh            

me-yesh).  The first nightôs blessing over 

the oil that was present illustrates the    

second type of miracle, one that makes 

something out of something: something 

sacred out of some ordinary material    

already existing.  Those kinds of miracles 

require human initiative and activity.    

Humans do not create the world out of 

nothing.  The world is given to us. But  

humans can change the world, shape it 

according to whatever image is in our 

heart and mind.  And when the             

transformation is done for the sake of God 

and goodness it is miraculous. (A Different 

Light: The Hanukkah Book of Celebration,  

Noam Zion & Barbara Spectre p.200). 

 

     Here, then, is another reason why the 

lighting of Chanukah candles may be such 

a popular ritual.  For it reminds us that we 

are Godôs partners in bringing light to the 

world.  Not the physical light represented 

by the flames of the menorah, but the light 

of tolerance, the light of compassion, the 

light of justice and the light of peace.  

These we can create. And when we do so ï 

when we bring about these qualities and 

foster these principles ï people will recog-

nize that miracles not only occurred in the 

days of our ancestors, but that they can 

happen in our time, as well. 

 

     I wish you a chag urim sameach ï a 

joyous festival of Chanukah!   

(Continued from page 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     This Fall edition of Temple Sinai News 

has me reflecting on how four of our     

current holidays; Election Day, Veteranôs 

Day, Thanksgiving and Chanukah        

commemorate the single theme of        

Freedom. 

 

     Election Day, offers us the opportunity 

to elect, without coercion or threat, those 

who we want to lead our government.   

Looking around the world itôs not too    

difficult to find countries where this right 

simply  doesnôt exist, where dictatorships 

flourish and ruthless regimes rule.   We not 

only were able to host our local elections 

and volunteers here on the synagogue 

premises, but we offered our community a 

venue to vote in a proud, peaceful and   

organized way.  Veteranôs Day provides us 

with an opportunity to reflect and honor 

those who have served our country in the 

armed    services and have put their lives 

on the line to preserve our freedoms.    

Chanukah of course, commemorates the 

Maccabean revolt and our own peopleôs 

struggle for freedom and the rededication 

of the Holy Temple.  Finally,           

Thanksgiving Day offers us the chance to 

think about all that we have to be grateful 

for:  as American citizens the extraordinary      

freedom we enjoy in our choice of        

livelihood, community and personal      

interests; as Jews the freedom we have to 

worship, study and live our lives in       

accordance with our traditions; as         

individuals, the opportunities that are open 

to us to pursue the education, careers and 

life styles that fit us the best. 

 

     Hopefully, as we sit down to a         

Thanksgiving meal or light our Chanukah 

menorahs, we will pause for a moment to 

reflect on the wonderful freedoms we enjoy 

and how very different our lives might 

have been had we lived in another time or 

place. 

 

     I wish each of you and your families    

wonderful holidays and especially a Chag 

Chanukah Sameach! 

 

Bôshalom, 

Ed 
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     ñWhere do I begin?ò Thereôs so much 

going on right now ï and I want you to 

know about all of it! 
 

     First, I want to thank the many of you 

who responded so generously to the recent 

appeal for primary-aged books and school 

supplies for the Teach for America program. 

In    addition to your individual support, the 

school districts of Upper Dublin and War-

minster responded by contributing a variety 

of textbooks. All of the books and supplies 

have been shipped to the Sanders            

Elementary School in Hollandale,           

Mississippi where my daughter Adina is 

teaching first grade. On her behalf, thanks so 

much!! 

     Second, our Adult and Junior Choirs will 

be participating in the annual Interfaith  

Thanksgiving Eve service, in which Temple 

Sinai participates along with Jarrettown 

United Methodist Church and Saint    

Alphonsus Catholic Church. The service and 

community supper is scheduled for  

Wednesday evening, November 24,        

beginning with dinner at 6:00 pm and the 

service following at 7:00 pm and will be 

held this year at Jarrettown United        

Methodist Church. If you havenôt attended 

before, why not make this year your first? 

Itôs a wonderful opportunity for our diverse 

communities to come together in celebration 

of that most American of holidays. 
 

     And third, the excitement continues to 

build for the Israel trip which Faith Rubin 

and I will be leading next July! We know 

that there are many of you out there who 

may have thought about joining us but have-

nôt taken that first step. And so, weôre going 

to be holding one more informational meet-

ing, on Monday evening, November 29, at 

8:00 p.m. Weôll be presenting the latest           

information on our trip, including final   

pricing, itinerary and more. Bring your   

appetite, as weôll be serving Israeli          

refreshments. As an added incentive, weôll 

be raffling off dinner for two in Jerusalem! 

The raffle is open to those who have already 

signed up for the trip as well as those of you 

who make the commitment that night. What 

could be better?!? 
 

     As always, Temple Sinai is a ñhappening 

placeò ï be a part of it! 

Cantor Stephen Freedman and Faith Rubin 
will be leading a trip to the Holy Land in the summer of 2011.   

Dates have been set for Sunday, July 10 - Wednesday, July 20. 

 

INFORMATIONAL MEETING  
in the library at Temple Sinai  

Monday, November 29th at 8pm  
to discuss the latest information on the trip,  
including final pricing, itinerary and more!  

ISRAELI REFRESHMENTS  
WILL BE SERVED!  

 

                    There will be a raffle for dinner  
                            for two in Jerusalem! 
           (the raffle is open to those who already signed up for 
    the trip as well as those who make a commitment that night!) 
 
 
 

 

 

Questions?  Please call the synagogue  
               at 215-643-6510  
or email sfreedman@tsinai.com  
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YOUTH GROUPS - Shelly Shotel 

PRESCHOOL 

 

Center For Congregational Learning 
David Monblatt, 

Director of  

Congregational Learning 

 

 
 

Read all about it     Read all about it 

Look at all the exciting activities that are 

taking place in our preschoolé. 
 

     The Ephroheem Class is having a great 

time making friends and experiencing new 

things.  They are creating many art projects 

and cooking lots of yummy snacks.  The 

children are looking forward to a fun filled 

year. 
 

    The Chatooleem classes are enjoying 

their time together in school.  They have 

adjusted beautifully to the school routine 

and participate enthusiastically in all activi-

ties.  Music and singing are particular favor-

ites! 
 

     The Parpareem class has been exploring 

the signs of fall through the five senses.  

They have been busy sorting leaves by color 

as well as size. The children have also been 

creating their own Shabbat ritual objects 

(Kiddush cup, candle holders and challah 

covers) which they will bring home.  They 

are looking forward to learning about 

Thanksgiving. 
 

     The Dageem class is currently exploring 

the amazing world of the Dinosaurs:  They 

crafted awesome ñdino-ramasò which hold 

an adult dinosaur, his habitat, and an egg 

made of paper mache. 

Sign up for classes by calling the main   

office at 215-643-6510 or just drop in and 

sample our offerings!  There is no charge 

for these classes. 
 

EVENING CLASSES 
 

Hebrew for Parents 

with David Monblatt 

Monday evenings, 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM 
 

Torah Reading 

with Cantor Freedman 

Monday evenings, 8 PM - 9 PM 

Learn this ancient skill and become part of 

Temple Sinai's corps of Torah readers. 
 

The Jewish Experience Through Film 

with Faith Rubin 

7 PM 

November 10 ï Ushpizin 

December 8 ï Annie Hall 

December 22 ï Enemies: A Love Story 

Dates: Nov 10, Dec 8, Dec 22, Jan 12, Jan 

26, Feb 9, Feb 23, Mar 23, Apr 9, Apr 23. 

We will watch and discuss significant films 

of Jewish interest. 
 

DAYTIME CLASSES 
 

50 Things Every Jewish Person Should 

Know 

with Rabbi Wohlberg 

Wednesday mornings, 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM 
 

The Jewish Experience Through Film ï 

Daytime Movie Discussion! 

with Faith Rubin 

1:30 PM 

November 17 ï Ushpizin 

December 15 ï Annie Hall 

January 5 ï Enemies: A Love Story 
 

The Golden Age of Jews in Spain  

with Faith Rubin 

Thursday mornings, 10:30 AM - Noon 

We will study the lives and times of impor-

tant personalities of the era.  You will meet 

Yehudah Halevi, Maimonides, Nachmon-

ides, and more. 
 

Pray Like You Mean It! 

with Cantor Freedman 

Friday mornings, 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM 

If you want to know more about prayer and 

ritual, this is the class for you! Weôll learn 

the howôs and whyôs of Jewish worship. No 

prior experience necessary!! 
 

***********************************  
 

Creative Crafting Group for Adults 

Mondays     1:30 PM 

Meet in the Conference Room and bring 

your favorite project.... 

Knitting, Crocheting, Needlepoint, Scrap-

booking, etc 

Spend time with friends! 

Questions?  Call Faith Rubin 215-643-6510 

x 117 

 

Temple Sinai Book Club 

Our Book Club always welcomes new 

members! 

We will meet at 10:30 AM in the Gelman 

Lounge 

November 14: Americaôs Prophet: Moses 

and American Story  by Bruce Feiler 

December 19:  Strapless: John Singer Sar-

gent and the Fall of Madame X by Deb-

orah Davis 

Questions?  Call Tobey  215-393-0159 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     I n c r e d i b l e !  O n  N o v e m b e r 

7th,  50+ children came together at the   

Makor Make One and Give One Program to 

create tye-dyed   clothing and other crafts. 

They each made at one craft for themselves 

and one at least one craft for a child        

burdened by cancer. This mitzvah was so 

well attended. The children began to learn 

about a truly wonderful  foundation Kisses 

for Kyle Foundation which helps families   

dealing with childhood cancer by alleviating 

their burden in a    variety of ways. The 

tzedakah work we  began with this project, 

along with our   future Chanukah Mitzvah 

project on December 8th will all go towards 

a culminating activity and donation for  

Martin Luther King Morning (immediately 

after the sleepover- Jan 16-17, 2011.) I look 

forward to having as many as possible   

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t he s e  M i t z va h                    

opportunities.  One girl turned to Meg from 

the 2dye4 company and said " I did all these 

bright colors so the kids with cancer will 

smile cause that's what all these colors make 

me do"! Within days of the tye-dye project, 

I also heard from several parents that their 

children felt so happy that they could make 

something so colorful that it will make 

someone sick--REALLY SMILE. What 

great moments to witness! Thanks to the Jill 

Workman, Tami Astorino, Ilene Cantos, Hal 

Rhodes, Amy Goldman, Ilene David and 

Andrea Domsky who were able to help out!  

  

  

 

2010-2011 Schedule    

December 11, 2010  
January - TBD  

February 12, 2011 
March 12, 2011  

April 2, 2011  
May 7, 2011 
June 4, 2011 

ADULT LEARNING  
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Temple Sinaiôs Family History Project 

USY - Ben Kramer, President 

    Center For Congregational Learning 

Makor/Kadima upcoming schedule: 
 

Kadima - Go Vertical trip for Rock  

 Climbing  Grades 6 & 7  November 

21st        
 

Makor - Festival of Lights Show at  

Danielle's Cafe  Grades 3, 4, 5  Dec 8  
 

Kadima - The Borrowers - Arden  

Theater  Dec 19  
  

Show & Dinner in Town ...along with 

a voluntary pre-show book club discussion 

of The Borrowers book by Mary Norton  

before seeing the show at Shelly's house on 

Dec 16  
  

Save The date! 

Makor & Kadima: Sleepover  

Sunday, Jan 16- Monday Jan 17, 

2011 (More Information to follow) 

 

"You must get involved and have an impact"-

John H. Holcomb  

     Hi! I'm Ben Kramer and I am this years 

USY president at Temple Sinai.  I know 

most of you might think that you don't have 

enough time or USY isn't going to be fun 

but trust me, itôs an experience you won't 

want to miss out on.  I understand schedules 

are rough and high school life leaves very 

little room for activities, I have the same 

problems myself.  But when you take the 

time to hang out with friends, do fun activi-

ties and perform     meaningful mitzvot, it 

really makes life more enjoyable. This year 

we are going to have a lot of new and excit-

ing events planned for Temple Sinai USY, 

including a ski trip,    hamantaschen baking 

and even a trip to Six Flags.  There are even 

more awesome       regional events including 

dances and        convention.  The more you 

get involved now, the more fun you'll have 

for the rest of the year. I hope all of you can 

make it to laser tag and Turkey Trot this 

month, it will sure be a lot of fun.  I can't 

wait. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Temple Sinaiôs Family History Project as 

illustrated above is featured in the          

Philadelphia Jewish Archives Centerôs 

(PJAC) calendar for 5771.  The page      

introducing the month of July describes    

Sinaiôs LôDor VôDor project in which       

students were helped to understand and     

appreciate their family heritage. Alex    

Moskovitzôs project, in which he             

interviewed his grandfather Sidney Lubeck, 

was pictured on that page.   

 

     Each participating student interviewed 

their oldest family member, asking them 

about their lives from childhood to the      

present day, reflecting on what they          

experienced as a Jew and how they observed 

that things have changed during their      

lifetime.  The students then completed a 

booklet     summarizing what they learned, 

copies of which are in the Temple Sinai  

library, as well as the Urban Archives of 

Temple Universityôs library where PJAC 

documents were recently housed. The   

Temple Sinai project has been ongoing for 

the last three years and will be undertaken 

this year by both the 4th and 5th grade      

students in our religious school. 

 

     Each page of the 13 month calendar    

features letters and mementoes that piece 

together a particular familyôs story including 

letters of courtship, marriage, family life and 

business that have been passed down 

through the generations. The goal of the 

calendars are to publicize the efforts of the 

Jewish Archives and its efforts to raise funds 

toward an endowment for a permanent   

archivist to support the collection at its new 

university location.  The Archives is the 

repository for Greater Philadelphia and 

southern New Jersey area of documents  

telling the history of area Jewish life. It  

includes letters, journals, photographs and 

records of synagogues, social organizations 

and religious practices as well as other  

original text materials that give first hand 

knowledge of our local heritage. For more 

information about the calendar or the    

Philadelphia Archives Center call             

215-925-8090 or write to the Center at P.O. 

Box 1798 Philadelphia, PA 19105-1798 


