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11th Annual Interfaith  

Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service 
November 25, 6:00 PM  

 

Temple Sinai will again be participating in the Interfaith       

Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service with the neighboring churches 

of St. Alphonsus (Maple Glen) and Jarrettown United Methodist 

(Dresher).  

This event was a huge success last year when it was held at Temple 

Sinai, with the attendance of nearly 250 community members.  This 

year the event will be held at St. Alphonsus, 33 Conwell Drive, 

Maple Glen. Join Rabbi Adam Wohlberg, Cantor Stephen       

Freedman, Pastor Rick Rogers, Monsignor Tom Owens and Father 

Steven Moermon.  The service will begin at 6:00 PM followed by a 

light supper and entertainment.  All attending are asked to bring one 

nonperishable food item per person, which will be donated to the 

Ambler Food Cupboard, and will help the local needy people during 

the Holiday season. 

For further details, please call the Temple Sinai main office at (215) 

643-6510. This event is open to the community.  Donôt miss this   

opportunity to worship and break bread with neighbors and friends 

as we gather to give thanks for our many blessings. 

2 BECOMES 1ðReflections on Interfaith Families 

Join Us Friday, November 13  

when our Friday evening service will begin at 8 PM,  

followed by an interactive presentation by  
Theatre Ariel (http://www.theatreariel.org/)  

   With sensitivity and humor, this thought provoking interactive             

performance triggers discussion about identity, rituals, holidays and family 

dynamics in interfaith families.  The presentation introduces the particular 

challenges interfaith couples and families are facing  as they navigate 

through Jewish life and community, while teaching the importance of    

sensitivity, openness, and community building. The service and program are 

open to the community. 
(Please note: there will be no 6:00PM Minyan Sameôach Nov 13.) 

Torah Fund Brunch honors Linda Goldberg 
Linda Goldberg will be recognized by Temple Sinai Sisterhood as its 

Torah Fund Honoree at the Torah Fund Brunch 

on Sunday, November 22, 2009 at 9:45 a.m. 
Linda and her husband Alan joined Temple Sinai 

in 1989, at the same time that they enrolled their 

daughter Lauren in preschool.  At that time, while 

serving on the preschool committee, she was 

ñdiscoveredò by Rabbi Howard Cove, who       

observed her playing her guitar as a guest in the 

preschool.  Soon after, she was asked to work as 

the preschool music teacher and the music coun-

selor for Camp Maccabee.  As her two children transitioned from     

preschool to religious school, Linda also transitioned from the         

preschool committee to the religious school committee.  She next    

became active in our Sisterhood, first as the 50/50 Endowment Chair, 

then as the Torah Fund Chair, and later as co-President of Sisterhood 

with Nadine Lubarsky.  As a result of her work in Sisterhood, Linda 

became aware of the role of Womenôs League for Conservative       

Judaism, the umbrella organization encompassing all Conservative   

Sisterhoods.  She participated in the Womenôs League Leadership   

Institute, and after receiving leadership training she went on to co-chair 

Founderôs Day for 3 years for the Philadelphia and Mid-Atlantic     

Regions of WLCJ.  In January 2009, Linda proudly began her new  

position as Vice President of Education for the Mid-Atlantic Region of 

WLCJ. 

In addition to her Womenôs League involvement, Linda was also asked 

to participate in the Young Leadership Program at Temple Sinai, and 

went on to serve on the Board of Directors for several years.  As      

Sisterhood co-President, Linda also served on the Executive Committee 

of Temple Sinai.  She is currently responsible for coordinating greeter 

responsibilities for families of upcoming Bônai Mitzvah for Saturday 

Shabbat services. 

On Monday and Wednesday mornings you will find Linda in our pre-

school, where she teaches ñMommy and Meò classes.  These toddler/

parent playgroups combine age-appropriate activities for the children 

(Continued on page 5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Temple Sinai Honors  

Our Veterans 

Sunday, November 8, 2009 

Brunch at 9:45 AM - $10 pp 
 

Followed by 

Special Guest Speaker 

RABBI ARNOLD E. RESNICOFF  
Captain, Chaplain Corps, USN (Ret) 

Former Special Assistant to the Secretary 

and Chief of Staff of the U.S. Air Force 

www.resnicoff.net 
 

ñFaith and Foxholes:  Religion in the Militaryò 
 

Event Sponsored by 

David & Louise Altman 
 

Please RSVP by November 4th 

Questions?  Contact Barbara Rosenau 

at 215-208-7242 or bbrosenau@verizon.net 

http://www.theatreariel.org/
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It is commonplace in the 21st century, I 

believe, that synagogues, in addition to 

offering services, classes and a place for 

social interaction, are consistently        

attempting to find new ways to engage a 

population of American Jews whose priori-

ties and whose interests are markedly   

different than those of a similar cohort a 

generation ago.  The synagogue is a place 

that offers a sense of community, but the 

truth is that Jews of our time join and   

create a host of other communities that 

fulfill their needs ï social, emotional and 

even spiritual. 

What type of community can a synagogue 

offer that is different from the others with 

which we might choose to affiliate? 

You may remember a book that was first 

published in 1985 (and reissued in 1996) 

authored by the eminent sociologists 

Robert N. Bellah, Richard Madsen,      

William M. Sullivan, Ann Swidler, and 

Steven M. Tipton titled Habits of the 

Heart. The book was a study of the impact 

of individualism upon American life. 

 

The authors were concerned that ñthe drive 

toward individual autonomy had weakened 

the commitment to community.ò  Their 

contention was that there are many       

different types of community which fulfill 

a variety of roles; and among the most 

important is the ñcommunity of memoryò 

which imparts to its members a sense of 

history.  Such a community is to be found 

in churches and synagogues - institutions 

which honor historical texts and traditions 

passed from one generation to the next. 

 

A ñcommunity of memoryò does not forget 

its past. ñIt is involved in retelling its story, 

its constitutive narrative and, in so doing, it 

offers examples of the men and women 

who have embodied and exemplified the 

meaning of the community.ò  

 

ñThe stories that make up a tradition    

contain conceptions of character, of what a 

good person is like and of the virtues that 

define that character. But the stories are 

not all exemplary, not all about success 

and achievements. A genuine community 

of memory will also tell painful stories of 

shared suffering that sometimes creates 

deeper identities than success. . . The  

communities of memory that tie us to the 

past also turn us toward the future as   

communities of hope. They carry a context 

of meaning that can allow us to connect 

our aspirations for ourselves and those 

closest to us with the aspirations of a larger 

whole and see our own effects as being, in 

part, contributions to a common good.ò 

 

As I write this column, we are about to 

begin again the annual cycle of reading the    

Torah.  The narratives of Genesis offer us 

models of people who faced trials and 

challenges similar to our own. At times 

they acted in exemplary ways; at others in 

ways of which we are less than proud.  

Every year presents us with the opportu-

nity to extract new lessons from these  

stories, and as we read the Torah in the 

synagogue, to deepen our appreciation for 

the ñcommunity of memoryò to which we 

belong and which we help to fashion.   

From  

the 

Rabbiôs 

Study 
 

Rabbi Adam  

   Wohlberg 

Whatôs in a number? Well, here are some 

numbers for you to consider: 
 

Thirty-one ï the number of children in our 

Junior Choir. 

Seventeen ï the number of singers in our 

Adult Choir. 

Sixteen ï the number of adults in my 

ñDavening for Dummiesò class. 

Nine ï the number of students in the    

brand-new ñYad Squadò Torah reading 

club. 

The positive impact of participating in these 

activities ï priceless!! 
 

Our congregation is blessed with an      

abundance of educational, social, religious 

and charitable opportunities, from the 

ñMommy and Meò program geared toward 

very young children and their parents all the 

way through Hazak, our senior adult      

organization. 
 

It doesnôt matter if youôre a child or an 

adult, a man or a woman, religious or 

hardly so, a scholar or a socialite, there is 

something ï and in most cases, more than 

just one ñsomethingò for you.  
 

So take advantage of what Temple Sinai has 

to offer ï youôll be glad you did!! 
 

******  
 

Iôve received many, many comments about 

the beauty of the music during these past 

High Holy Days, and I would like to      

acknowledge those who helped to make it 

so: 
 

Our Professional Choir: Paul Bratt, Shellie 

Camp, Steven Finkelstein, Steve Freides, 

Jennifer Goldberg, Susan Munzer, David 

Robinson, Sherrie Rosenblum and Andrea 

Schain. 
 

Our Adult Choir: Abby Auerbach,         

Judy Caplan, José Castel, Beth Chernoff, 

Doris Izes, Nicole Kaminsky, Alan Katz, 

A l i s o n  K l u g h e r z  K i d e c k e l ,                   

Frank Lewinson, Becky Miller, Anneliese 

Nossbaum, Jeff Nossbaum, Debbie Sher, 

Stu Weitz, Emily Winokur, Steven Winokur 

and Debbie Zumoff. 
 

Our Junior Choir: Brandon Cantos, Sam 

Caplan, Noah Carver, Natalie David, Aaron 

Glatter, Aaron Kaminsky, Sarah Kaminsky, 

Julia Klugherz, Sam Klugherz, Andrew 

Korn, Matt Ladov, Chloe Listman, Georgia 

Miller, Josh Rosen, Jared Shotel,            

Bari Waxman, Morgan Weiss, Tyler Weiss 

and Tamar Wohlberg. 
 

And a special thank-you to Jeffrey Weiner, 

who sang during the Torah procession and 

to Johanna Press, with whom I sang a   

number of duets.  
 

My heartfelt thanks go to Sylvia and Sy 

Kivitz, along with Herma and                   

Les Abramson, Ellen and Ralph Levin, 

Linda and Gerry Schatz, and the Unger/

Silverman families for their generous     

 

Cantorôs 

Corner 
 

Cantor Stephen  

     Freedman 

Itôs not too late to join 

Temple Sinaiôs 

 

 

 

 

 

TRIP 
with Rabbi Adam Wohlberg 

December 20 - 31, 2009 
 

For more information or to download 

an itinerary and application, visit 

www.israeltour.com/rwohlberg.itc 
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The Temple Sinai Babysitter Directory is now available in the  

Preschool (Camp) Office and the Accounting  

Office.  If you are looking for babysitters for the school year, 

please pick one up!  If you or your child is       

interested in being in the fall issue of the directory, 

please fill out a form at www.tsinai.com 

Itôs hard to believe that itôs already        

November.  It seems that summer has just 

ended and now the leaves have turned and 

fallen. It gets dark earlier and the secular 

holidays are on the way.  Our synagogue 

programming is now in full swing and 

things are going extremely well.  One 

group that we inadvertently left out on the 

High Holidays is Hazak.  This group of 

dedicated members continues to have   

interesting programming, and if you are 

eligible to join and participate we         

encourage you to contact them and get 

involved.  These members deserve our 

thanks for the many years that they have 

provided leadership and support to Temple 

Sinai and continue to do so today.   We 

thank them for their continued dedication 

to Temple Sinai.  
 

Our High Holiday campaign is still       

ongoing.  We started out very well and 

thank those of you who have contributed to 

the campaign.  As we have told you in the 

past, your dues only cover 51% of our 

budget.  The balance comes from        

fundraising events and the annual appeal.  

Well over half of the congregation has 

given to the campaign to show their      

support.  We have more than 60 people at 

the benefactor level and above.  There are 

some members who have not contributed 

for a few years. It is important for all  

members to contribute and help recognize 

the importance of the synagogue in your 

life and in the life of the community.  This 

year more than ever we need your support.  

We have many members in need of our 

support and we need to be able to help 

them.  We would like to ask those of you 

who have not yet contributed to join our 

new Chai club.  Please contribute at a de-

nomination of Chai ($18.00) either $18.00, 

$36.00, $54.00 or $72.00.  This gift shows 

your support for Temple Sinai and your 

understanding that no matter at what level 

you are able to give, Temple Sinai is im-

portant to you.  Our goal is to have 100% 

participation in the annual campaign based 

on ability to give.  We thank you for your 

support.  
 

The school year has started out very well.  

Our children are learning Hebrew, the 

prayers, and having fun while learning.  

Shabbat attendance by our young members 

has been great.  On one Shabbat that    

students were awarded double Shabbat 

credit for attendance, students were so 

happy that we received a letter from one 

member that their child didnôt care about 

double credit, they just wanted to be in 

synagogue when Ross M. Levy was     

leading Jr. Congregation. Next time we 

have Ross M. Levy leading our children, 

we suggest you come in and see how 

happy and engaged your children are in 

this fabulous programming.  Engaged is 

one of the things that we see when we go 

around the school.  Our students are     

interested in all phases of the school     

curriculum and we are excited by the    

response that we have gotten.  Please tell 

your friends and neighbors about the great 

things happening at Temple Sinai          

Religious School; they will want their  

children to be part of this great experience.    
 

Of course the school experience begins 

with our preschool.  We love walking 

down the hallways and seeing the smiling 

faces of our youngest members and seeing 

their beautiful artwork.  When we sit in 

meetings and the preschool students are 

walking down the hallway singing David 

Melach Yisrael, it brings smiles to our 

meetings and we know the real reason we 

are there; the next generation is being 

trained.  We thank Cissy Plotnick and the 

entire preschool staff for their dedication 

and running the best preschool in the area.  
 

 

Our office is now running on all cylinders.  

The addition of Ed Altman as executive 

director has rounded out the best           

professional staff in the area.  We once 

again thank our office staff and all our 

volunteers for helping us get through the 

transition.  Our Professional Staff of Rabbi 

Wohlberg, Cantor Freedman, David      

Monblatt, Cissy Plotnick, Faith Rubin and               

Marjorie Schwartz, and now Ed Altman, 

have put in many hours to ensure that we 

have the best programming and education 

in the area.  We thank our entire staff for 

all that they do for Temple Sinai.  
 

As we discussed on the High Holidays, 

Temple Sinai is one of the very few    

synagogues to have an increase in      

members this year.  We welcome our new 

members and hope that you will get      

involved.  Please contact us if there is   

anything that we can do to help you or if 

you want to serve on a committee.  We 

would like to increase the overwhelming 

number of people standing who contribute 

to the synagogue by way of service to the 

synagogue.  All of our committees need 

help and we encourage you to become in-

volved.  We promise you that you will be 

rewarded in so many ways by helping your 

synagogue.  The more we put into Temple 

Sinai, the more we reap in return.  We ask 

all of you to be ex-officio members of our 

membership committee.  If you know 

someone who is searching for a           

synagogue, or has young children and 

looking for the best in Jewish education, or 

has just moved into the area, please      

encourage them to visit Temple Sinai and 

give their names to the office.  It is only 

with your help that we can continue to 

grow.   
 

Enclosed with this newsletter is our      

calendar for the next two months.  We 

have many activities that you will want to 

participate in.  Please look at the calendar 

and join your fellow congregants at events 

such as the Veterans Day Brunch and the 

Chanukah Bazaar.  Something great is  

happening almost every day and your   

support is appreciated.  We thank you for 

all for your support in allowing us to lead 

your great synagogue and hope to welcome 

you in the building soon.  

Presidentsô 

Message 

Alan Katz Andrew Meyer 

2009 -2010  

http://www.tsinai.com/

