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What Carrie Prejean Boller tells us about 
Christian Zionism in the US 
The former model was removed from the Religious Liberty Commission over her comments 
on Jews and Israel 

By Mira Fox   February 11, 2026 
 

 

Carrie Prejean Boller, a former Miss California and a recent Catholic convert, was removed 
Wednesday from the White House’s Religious Liberty Commission after she made some 
controversial remarks about Jews and Israel in a hearing on antisemitism. 

“Catholics do not embrace Zionism,” she said. “So are all Catholics antisemites?” 

Prejean Boller was responding to the idea, presented by a staunchly pro-Israel set of Jewish 
witnesses testifying at the hearing, that anti-Zionism is antisemitism. 
 
This is a complex debate that has divided the Jewish community over the past several 
years, even before Oct. 7 shot the issue into the spotlight, with numerous debates over how 
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antisemitism should be defined. But Prejean Boller was not, beyond a few mentions of 
Palestinian lives in Gaza, engaging with the usual questions that divide Jews on the 
question of whether anti-Zionism is antisemitism. Her issue was with whether or not 
Zionism is part of Christian biblical prophecy. 

“As a Catholic, I don’t agree that the new, modern state of Israel has any biblical prophecy 
meaning at all,” she said in the hearing. Later, she doubled down on X. “I’m a proud 
Catholic. I, in no way will be forced to embrace Zionism as a fulfillment of biblical 
prophesy,” she wrote. 

What she was referring to was the idea of Christian Zionism — the theological belief among 
some Christians that the Bible supports the existence of the modern state of Israel. Some 
forms of Christian Zionism support the Jewish state as a necessary, prophesied precursor 
to Jesus’ return; all Jews must return to Israel before the end of days. Others may simply 
support Israel because they believe it shares their “Judeo-Christian” biblical foundations. 
But whatever the reasons, there has historically been widespread political support for 
Israel among American Christians. And that support has been core to Israel’s relationship 
with the U.S. 

The lobbying group Christians United for Israel boasts a membership of 10 million, not only 
larger than any Jewish pro-Israel group but larger than the population of Jews in the U.S.; its 
influence has been key to passing measures such as moving the U.S. embassy to 
Jerusalem. The power of this support from evangelicals is perhaps why Dani Dayan, Israel’s 
former consul general in New York, said in 2021 that Israel “invested most of its energy in 
the relationship with conservatives, Republicans, evangelicals, and a certain type of Jews 
only.” 

Prejean Boller’s comments are representative of a recent shift among American Christians 
away from Christian Zionism. 

“Where does my support for Israel come from? Number one, because biblically we are 
commanded to support Israel,” said Ted Cruz on Tucker Carlson’s show last year. “Hold on, 
hold on!” Carlson responded, acting as though he had never heard of this crazy idea that 
Christians support Israel based on the Bible. 

It was a bellwether that Carlson, an influential leader on the right and a devout Christian, 
would act as though Christian support for Israel was not only unbiblical but absurd. 

According to a survey commissioned by the University of North Carolina at Pembroke, 
support for Israel among young evangelicals, ages 18 to 29, fell from 75% to 34% between 
2018 and 2021 — in fact, support for Israel dropped more precipitously among this 
evangelical group than it did in the general American population. And a 2024 version of the 
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same survey found that Christians were less likely to consider their support for Israel on 
biblical grounds. 

Prejean Boller, who converted to Catholicism from evangelical Christianity in April, called 
out these evangelical beliefs specifically in a post on X, saying that her conversion to 
Catholicism was predicated in part on repudiating evangelical Christian Zionism. 

“My conversion to the fullness of the Catholic faith exposed what I was taught in American 
evangelicalism, a version of Christianity that fused Jesus with a political agenda and called 
it ‘God’s prophecy being fulfilled,’” she wrote. “It isn’t.” 

Prejean Boller’s statements join those of Carlson, as well as more openly conspiratorial 
and antisemitic influencers like Nick Fuentes and Candace Owens — who Prejean Boller 
defended in the hearing as a Christian leader, saying she listens to Owens regularly and 
does not believe she is antisemitic. 

These influencers and political leaders spread antisemitic conspiracy theories alongside 
sharp criticism of Israel, often on Christian grounds. All repudiate biblical justifications for 
Christian Zionism, and often frame antisemitic beliefs as core parts of Christianity. 

Marjorie Taylor Greene, a right-wing former congresswoman from Georgia and a devout 
Christian, voted against an antisemitism bill in Congress on the grounds that it would 
persecute Christians for their religious belief that Jews killed Jesus; she has also invoked 
her Christianity when rejecting U.S. support for Israel. Greene tweeted her support for 
Prejean Boller after the hearing on antisemitism. 

To be clear, the vast majority of American Christians and particularly American 
evangelicals continue to support Zionism as part of their religious beliefs. But other forms 
of Christianity are gaining visibility and political power, shifting the dominant Christian 
views on Israel. If the current trends continue, support for Christian Zionism may continue 
to decline, whether or not Prejean Boller is on the Religious Liberty Council. 

Mira Fox is a reporter at the Forward. 
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