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JERUSALEM – It gives journalist Matti Friedman no satisfaction 
to know he was early to realize that a change had come to covering 

Israel, favoring fixed narratives and activist journalism over a 
tradition of fact-based reporting.  

Friedman, a former reporter and editor at the Associated Press 
based in Jerusalem from 2006-2011, quit the global news agency 
after being censored by his editors, and realizing he would have to 
censor what he and his colleagues knew to be true about the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. And what was the case a decade ago is 
more true now, he told me.  



 

“The press has been gutted. The bureaus have shrunk, and into 
that vacuum have come ideological voices,” he said. “Now Human 
Rights Watch gives you a report, in English, and you write a story 
based on that report.  And you end up serving as the media arm of 
the hard left, the world of NGOs.” 

This mattered less 
when the conflict had 
fallen out of the 
headlines. But now that 
the heated war between 
Israel and Hamas has 
come to dominate the 
global news cycle, this 
shift has dramatic 
consequences on 
regional tension amid a 

frightening spike in anti-Israel and anti-Jewish sentiment around the 
world. 

Examples of this shift abound. A 7,000-word piece in The 
Intercept cast doubt on a New York Times investigation into the 
sexual assault and mutilation of Israel women by Hamas on Oct. 
7; it was clearly aimed at undermining the credibility of the 
reporting. Early in the war the Times and others reported that 
Israel deliberately shelled al-Ahli hospital in Gaza City, allegedly 
killing hundreds — based on information provided by the Hamas-
run Health Ministry — and later learning that it was almost 
certainly an errant shell from a Gazan military group which killed 
a small fraction of that number. (Google this and you still cannot 
get any kind of straight answer.) 

https://theintercept.com/2024/02/28/new-york-times-anat-schwartz-october-7/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/28/world/middleeast/oct-7-attacks-hamas-israel-sexual-violence.html


 

 

 

An Israeli military operation at al-Shifa hospital in recent days 
that captured a reported 500 Hamas and other fighters and killed 
nearly 200 (a stunning fact that suggests the hospital isn’t just a 
“hospital”) has received only sporadic attention in The New York 
Times, with headlines focused on civilian casualties for well over a 
week before the headline on March 28: “Fighting Rages Around 
Two Gaza Hospitals as Pressure on Israel Rises.” Previous 
coverage seemed skeptical that it even was a military raid, noting 
in the sub headline of a March 21 article: “The military said it had 
killed dozens of people it described as terrorists. The account 
couldn’t be verified.” A second story on March 24 focused 
on civilian fears at the hospital that relegated the military raid to 
the 20th paragraph. 

The Times’ spokeswoman Danielle Rhoades Ha responded: “In 
this case of the [al-Ahli] hospital headline, we published a 

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/28/world/middleeast/gaza-shifa-hospital-israel-hostages.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/28/world/middleeast/gaza-shifa-hospital-israel-hostages.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/21/world/middleeast/israel-al-shifa-hospital-raid-gaza.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/24/world/middleeast/al-shifa-hospital-gaza-israel.html


 

thorough editors’ note to explain the lapse.” She disputed that the 
recent Shifa hospital raid was not covered as such. “Your question 
appears to ignore a larger body of coverage of this raid and 
mischaracterizes the stories referenced — all of which make 
Israel’s position, that it is targeting Hamas in a military operation, 
clear.” (I haven’t found that other coverage, and searched again. 
There are no images reflecting Hamas’s presence in the hospital, 
and though Israel has released names and titles of senior officials 
captured or killed, they are not included in Times coverage.) 

In the midst of this is a full-on vacuum of information about who 
Hamas is, their rule over 2.2 million Palestinians in Gaza and any 
sense of accountability for their actions in the current conflict.  

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/23/pageoneplus/editors-note-gaza-hospital-coverage.html?unlocked_article_code=1.40w.E60s.-dpoTTWNMnri&smid=tw-nytimes&smtyp=cur
https://x.com/IDF/status/1774103821213434162?s=20

