


Friends: 
 
For an entire month preceding Rosh Hashanah we sound the shofar daily in the 
synagogue. There is no surer sign that a new year is about to begin.  For many 
of us, this is when we first start to feel the High Holy Days approaching. But in 
the synagogue, preparations for these High Holy Days have been in the works 
for many months. And now, we await your arrival! 
 

Once again, we will be offering indoor services and programming as well as 
outdoor experiences. And for those who are unable to attend our in-person 
offerings, a livestream or Zoom option will be available for every piece of our 
services. We hope that in one fashion or another you will be with us to  
celebrate these Days of Awe.  
 

Cantor Saralee Shrell-Fox will be leading our services in the sanctuary again 
this year and she will also participate in the Family Services on Rosh Hashanah 
& Yom Kippur. We are thrilled that she has returned from Israel - now for her 
fifth year - to be part of our Temple Sinai community! 
 

Another annual tradition that we are happy to continue will be cellist Eric Coyne 
accompanying Cantor Saralee for the chanting of Kol Nidrei. Plan to arrive  
before 6:15 PM for the Kol Nidrei service and enjoy Eric’s evocative melodies 
as he sets the stage for the holiest night of the year. 
 

Once again, we are making an effort to fill the seats in the sanctuary. It helps 
us create a feeling of community and intimacy when people fill the rows close 
to one another and close to the bimah. If you are accustomed to sitting further 
back, we invite you to move up and see what it's like to experience the holidays 
from a new vantage point. You may be surprised by how different (i.e. more 
engaging and enjoyable) the service will feel. And no one will mind if you need 
to get up and move around every now again, least of all the rabbis and Cantor 
Saralee. 
 

TWO IMPORTANT SERVICE ITEMS  
The Early Portion Of The Morning Service - If you are joining us for the first 
time, please be aware that early portion of the service does not require a  
minyan (a quorum) and that we encourage you to recite Birchot HaShachar 
(the morning blessings) and Pesukei D’Zimrah (the introductory psalms) on 
your own prior to 9:30 AM. Cantor Saralee will begin our service at 9:30 AM 
with Nishmat Kol Chai (p. 67)  just before Barchu.  
 

Shacharit Amidah - To preserve time, we will begin what would be the repeti-
tion of the Amidah together with Cantor Saralee and then collectively recite the 
special piyyutim (liturgical poems). The remainder of the Amidah will not be 
chanted by Saralee aloud, but will instead be a time for individuals to recite the 
Amidah privately. 
 

May this be a year of blessings, joy, fulfillment, good health and peace for our 
congregation and for our world. And whether you have joined us in the  
synagogue, under the tent or on-screen, we pray L’shanah Tovah Tikateivu - 
that you be inscribed for a good new year! 

 
 

Rabbi Adam Wohlberg                                 Rabbi Sam Hollander 
 













Look Out For Auditions for this year’s production of: 

Willy Wonka! 













 
L’Shana Tova! The Alternative Dues Committee is excited to share that for 
fiscal year 2024-25,Temple Sinai will be switching to an alternative dues  
model.  This means finances will no longer be a barrier to membership. We 
hope you will reach out to friends and neighbors and let them know that a major 
change is happening at Temple Sinai.  
 
What is the new alternative dues model? 
This refers to a voluntary model of financial support for the synagogue.  
Members are educated on the budgetary needs of the synagogue, which  
includes transparency regarding the true cost to cover the synagogue’s  
operating expenses. This includes sharing a sustaining member contribution 
amount (derived by dividing operating costs across all member units). This is 
called the Sustaining Membership Contribution Model (SMCM). 
 
Why is Temple Sinai changing to this model? 
First and foremost, we want to make it abundantly clear to all existing and  
perspective members that money will never be a barrier to membership.  
Consistent with the national trend, Temple Sinai has seen a decline in  
membership. While new members continue to join each year, the number of 
members leaving outpaces those joining. Our current system of billed dues is 
not working and change is needed to ensure the future viability of our  
synagogue. 
 
How could the Sustaining Membership Contribution Model help? 
· By shifting from an emphasis on dues to a culture of giving 
· By simplifying the process of supporting the synagogue 
· By becoming more accessible to those seeking affiliation within the local  
  Jewish community 
· By facilitating greater engagement and participation in synagogue life 
· By providing a member experience that is relational rather than transactional 
 
Will there be a minimum required amount for membership at Temple  
Sinai? 
No. While there will not be a minimum contribution required for membership at 
Temple Sinai, all members will be asked to financially support the synagogue 
as they are able. Temple Sinai will need your continued generous support to 
ensure a successful future. 
 
 

Will there still be fundraising under the new model? 
Yes. The Sustaining Membership Contribution Model will replace the system of 
billed dues, neither of which covers all of our synagogue’s operating expenses. 
As a result, we will continue to engage in an Annual Appeal campaign and  
other fundraising programs and events throughout the year. 
 
Has an alternative dues model worked at other synagogues? 
In order to determine the viability of this model, the Alternative Dues Committee 
conducted extensive research, including multiple conversations with USCJ 
(United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism) and interviews with numerous 
Conservative synagogues. We have learned that over the past 20 years many 
synagogues have been successful shifting to an alternative dues model. While 
these findings may not guarantee success at Temple Sinai, we know our cur-
rent system of billed dues is not working and change is needed. 
 
When will I hear more about the Sustaining Membership Contribution 
Model? 
Stay tuned! We have been and will continue to share updates and additional 
details in the months ahead. If you would like additional information in the 
meantime, please reach out to any of our committee members:  
 
Marla Kepniss (Chair), Shelley Bilsky, Abbe Carp, Renata Fisher, Stuart Fredd,  
Ari Goldberg, Pamela Goldfinger, Amy Kalenscher, Debbie Kalman, Jessica 
Libove, Jonathan Nussbaum, Bill Petkun, Jackie Raginsky,  
Frank Romanoski, Andrew Rosenfeld, Jen Thomas and Ina Weiner 
 
Please spread the word and invite guests to join us for services and events at 
Temple Sinai throughout the year in advance of this exciting new initiative. 


