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Is Israel heading for its own Jan. 6? In 

Jerusalem, officials fear political violence 

during the transition. 
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(JTA) — As Benjamin Netanyahu makes a last-ditch attempt to stay in 
power, even with a rival coalition set to take office, 
U.S. journalists and scholars are offering a dire comparison: Jan. 6.  

In Israel, the political turmoil now seems eerily similar to what was 
happening in America prior to the insurrection at the Capitol that day. 

Like Donald Trump, Netanyahu is trying to foil a democratic process 
that historically has been little more than a formality. Also like Trump, 
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the prime minister says the new administration is the product of the 
“greatest electoral fraud in the history of the country.” 

On Monday, Netanyahu’s Likud party claimed that the new coalition 
would be a “dark dictatorship” with laws “akin to the dictates of North 
Korea or Iran” because it will seek to institute term limits that could 
disqualify Netanyahu from running again.  

Netanyahu, Israel’s leader for the past dozen years, has a loyal and 
passionate base that feels aggrieved and betrayed, similar to the 
former U.S. president.  

One key difference: An event that would have gathered Netanyahu 
supporters for a potentially volatile rally was denied a permit on 
Monday. 

Even as the head of Israel’s internal security agency, the Shin Bet, has 
warned of political violence, the leaders of the incoming coalition, 
Naftali Bennett and Yair Lapid, have tried to stress that democracy 
will take its course while condemning incitement. 

But a left-wing member of their coalition, incoming Environmental 
Minister Tamar Zandberg, tied Netanyahu’s verbiage to that of Trump 
during the fraught presidential transition. 

“I think it’s very similar to what Trump and his hate groups and 
supporters were doing in the time before the Capitol attack,” she 
told Politico in an article published Sunday.  

Zandberg has borne the brunt of violent rhetoric from the extremist 
right. Last week, she and her family fled their home in Tel Aviv after 
receiving death threats. A fake notice of her death circulated on social 
media. 

Meanwhile, other politicians have received death threats or faced 
protests outside their private homes that have been promoted on 
social media by Netanyahu allies.  

Still, the Israeli transition is proceeding, albeit slowly. 
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On Monday, Knesset Speaker Yariv Levin, a Netanyahu ally, 
officially announced that the parliament would vote on the new 
coalition by June 14, though he did not set a date. With the coalition 
having the slimmest of majorities — 61 of the Knesset’s 120 members 
— Netanyahu is desperately trying to get one rival lawmaker to defect. 
His goal is to deadlock the Knesset into a 60-60 tie and prevent the 
new government from taking office. Thus far he has failed.  

Meanwhile, a potential flashpoint for conflict appears to have been 
removed, as the Israel Police canceled a right-wing nationalist parade 
through the Old City of Jerusalem scheduled for Thursday. The march 
was denied permits amid fears that it would reignite violence just 
weeks after the conflict in Gaza, as well as the precarious electoral 
transition.  

The parade, known as the Flags March, takes place annually on 
Jerusalem Day, which marks Israel’s 1967 capture of eastern 
Jerusalem — Israel subsequently annexed the area as part of its capital 
city. The march is meant to celebrate Israeli sovereignty over the Old 
City, and its route generally takes the mostly Orthodox Jewish 
marchers through the Muslim Quarter there. In past years, the march 
has featured racist chants, and Arab shopkeepers in the Old City have 
been advised to board up their stores while it is taking place.  

This year, on Jerusalem Day, which fell on May 10, the parade was 
interrupted by rockets fired by Hamas launching 11 days of warfare 
between the terrorist group that controls the Gaza Strip and Israel. 
The march also took place amid escalating clashes between Jews and 
Arabs in Jerusalem and across Israel. 

Last week, after organizers announced that the parade would be 
rescheduled for June 10, Defense Minister Benny Gantz, who is also 
part of the incoming coalition, advised that the route be changed. After 
refusing to OK the permit for Thursday, police did invite organizers to 
reapply with a new route or date.  

The Biden administration also reportedly urged a change of route, 
fearing that Jerusalem could again experience violence.  
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Two Netanyahu allies, far-right lawmaker Itamar Ben-Gvir and May 
Golan, a Likud member, have vowed to lead the parade down the same 
route on Thursday anyway — with or without a police permit.  

“We won’t give a prize to those Arab rioters and chicken 
politicians,” tweeted Golan, who compared her parliamentary 
opponents to “suicide bombers” on Sunday. “We will preserve our 
Jewish sovereignty in Jerusalem!” 

Fears remain that tensions could still erupt in Jerusalem, parade or no 
parade. On Monday, Haaretz reported that Israel’s attorney general 
will not intervene to stop the pending eviction of Palestinian families 
from the eastern Jerusalem neighborhood of Sheikh Jarrah, making 
the eviction more likely. The pending evictions were among several 
contributing factors to the violence in Jerusalem last month. 
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